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In a 5.29.09 article entitled "Gates Foundation: Teachers Trump Class Size," the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has published what they believe is a brilliant conclusion on their part: 
 
"...the most important factor to successful schools is excellent teachers and supporting what they do in the classroom."

The article mentions the billions of dollars spent by the Gates Foundation on the failed experiment to develop Small Learning Communities/Schools Within Schools; however, the article fails to mention the irreparable damage that this experimentation has done to real students in real classrooms. 
 
In Gates' mind, it was fine to experiment with other people's children.  His attitude was, "If we don't get it right, no worry; we will just come back with another experiment."  What he never stopped to consider (along with the people working this fad with him) is that children only come this way once. The truth is that if we adults get it wrong, we have done irreversible damage to children's future lives.  
 
I can personally attest to the irreparable harm Schools Within Schools (SWS) did to our local high school.  I warned people all across the country about the coming train wreck of SWS; my article was published in the April/May 2004 newsletter from Association of American Educators (link posted at the bottom of my comments). I tried to describe the harm this experiment was doing right here in our own state. 
 
Because of the Gates' plan (Small Learning Communities/Schools Within Schools), whole schools were turned upside down; valuable class time was lost; millions of taxpayers' education dollars were wasted trying to support the Gates' plan long after their grants fizzled out; students lost valuable opportunities to take advanced classes; good teachers even quit rather than to be forced to support a plan they knew would be detrimental for their students.  
 
The problem is that by the time the Gates Foundation finally realized they had not raised children's academic achievement at all, thousands of children had already been harmed by the model.  SWS literally destroyed the cohesiveness that our local high school had achieved in the past; and I do not think the unity, trust, and academic rigor has ever been restored. Gates and his lousy idea were responsible; but rather than take any responsibility for his failed education fad, he has just gone onto another one and expects our country to follow him eagerly.  
 
The ironic thing is that people are waiting breathlessly for his next "fad" and are eager to let the Gates Foundation define what makes great teachers and how to produce them. One thing you can bet on is that in the Gates Foundation's ultimate conclusions, they will decide that more data collection is the answer.  We must never forget that the bottom-line for Gates is to sell more of his technology products.    
 
My question is, "Where is Gates' track record of educational success? Why should this country listen to him again and again when he has not proven himself to be successful in producing education reform yet?  How many more damaging fads will he instigate while at the same time throwing millions of dollars into the bottomless pit of faddism?  How many thousands of administrators will be willing to 'sell their own mothers' in order to follow Gates' latest experiment because it comes with dollar bills attached?"  
 
I am not questioning Gates' business acumen. Who could question that?  However, just because he is a successful businessman does not mean that he knows a whit about how to help children learn for the long term, and I suspect he and his Foundation would not recognize a really great teacher even if the teacher were right in front of their very own eyes.   
 
I am attaching links on Schools Within Schools to remind people of what Gates' failed experiment did in hopes that the public will not unquestionably follow him into his next education fad of defining and then producing what he thinks is a great teacher. 
 
Nothing will ever take the place of a teacher who uses consistent discipline, is supported by the administration, has deep knowledge in his subject area, teaches quality curriculum, knows how to engage the students with targeted interaction, realizes the importance of students learning foundational skills to the automaticity level, is creative and does not utilize the "canned" approach, demonstrates organization and time-management skills, and is a positive role model. 

"Schools Within Schools" by Donna Garner, Association of American Educators, April/May 2004, p. 8 -- http://www.aaeteachers.org/newsletters/aprmaynews04.pdf
 
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/?date=20051020&slug=gates20m
 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-santee12mar12,0,1306064.story?coll=la-home-headlines
 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/16/nyregion/16schools.html
 
http://www.edweek.org:80/ew/articles/2007/09/19/04small.h27.html?tmp=292707288
 
http://www.ed.gov:80/news/pressreleases/2008/05/05122008.html
 
http://www.oregonlive.com:80/education/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/1212800118116920.xml&coll=7
 
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com:80/html/education/2003348701_gates05m.html
 
http://www.forbes.com/2008/11/18/gates-foundation-schools-oped-cx_dr_1119ravitch.html
